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TheThe U.S. FishThe U.S. Fish and WildlifThe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)  proposes to implement a management plan for the
contcontrocontrolcontrol of feral hogs to allow recovery of the fragile desert ecosystem and the endangered species
withinwithin the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge. within the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge.  The plan wilwithin the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge.  The plan will involve the implementation of a
combinationcombination of methods. These methods will vary depending oncombination of methods. These methods will vary depending on the time of year,combination of methods. These methods will vary depending on the time of year, available staff and
funds,funds, as well as the number of hogsfunds, as well as the number of hogs and where thefunds, as well as the number of hogs and where the problem is occurring.  The methods implemented
couldcould include the use of fencing, traps, snares,could include the use of fencing, traps, snares, organized hunts, contracted agents, andcould include the use of fencing, traps, snares, organized hunts, contracted agents, and opportunistic
take by Refuge employees.

TheThe choice to implementThe choice to implement several methods is due to the fact that each method hasThe choice to implement several methods is due to the fact that each method has specific strengths
andand weaknesses.  Trappinand weaknesses.  Trapping for instancand weaknesses.  Trapping for instance, would be more effective during the summer when food
sourcessources are scarce and the feral hogs are stressed from the heat.  In the winter when sources are scarce and the feral hogs are stressed from the heat.  In the winter when food is mosources are scarce and the feral hogs are stressed from the heat.  In the winter when food is more
plentiful and the hogs expand their territories, an organized hunt may be more effective.  

TheseThese methods wouldThese methods would comply with the Refuge � s current land management practices to conserveThese methods would comply with the Refuge � s current land management practices to conserve and
preservepreserve native wildlife resources to assure the preservation of native plants and animals.  These
methodsmethods would also supportmethods would also support ourmethods would also support our goal of eliminating or drastically reducing the number of feral hogs
andand thereby minimizing their impact on endangered spand thereby minimizing their impact on endangered specieand thereby minimizing their impact on endangered species habitat, irrigation ditches and levees,
crop fields, and other Refuge infrastructure.


